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Chernozem: What's up, Doc?

Dr. Paladin: You know how it is.  Fix one problem, another pops right up.

Chernozem: Da

Chernozem: Do you have a family, Doc?

Dr. Paladin: Sorta.

Chernozem: What do you do with them?

Dr. Paladin: Mostly, we do our own thing.  Ma Paladin and Pa Paladin are extremely successful in the salvage racket...

Dr. Paladin: Jaqueline does her own thing.

Chernozem: Hmm... I do not think mine would settle for that

Dr. Paladin: We get together at Christmas.

Dr. Paladin: Why, got family problems?

Chernozem: Not as such.

Chernozem: I just found that I have one.

Dr. Paladin: Got into some sealed adoption records, eh?

Chernozem: Nyet

Chernozem: My commander apparently shared the information with someone, who introduced me to my... twin.

Dr. Paladin: Hmm.  Good old 'separation at birth' thing going on.  That's a shame.

Chernozem: It apparently happened frequently.  This I also just discovered.

Dr. Paladin: The world is a strange place, full of problems.

Dr. Paladin: But, you know what they say about family.

Chernozem: Nyet. I do not

Dr. Paladin: They're the ones that have to take you back.

Chernozem blinks

Dr. Paladin: They may grumble about it, but it's because they love ya.

Chernozem: They are *required* to accept me?

Chernozem frowns

Dr. Paladin: Well, the good ones, yeah.

Dr. Paladin: The ones that don't want to take you in?  Not worth your time.

Chernozem: I do not appear to have that kind then

Dr. Paladin: The bad kind or the good kind?

Chernozem: The bad kind, by your definition. However they do not know me to love me.

Dr. Paladin: Well, how long have they known you?

Chernozem looks at her watch

Chernozem: Approximately 23 hours

Dr. Paladin facepalms

Dr. Paladin: Well, *there's* your problem!  Sheesh!  Give it time, a little water, and watch it grow!  Get to know them!  Have brunch and play Parcheesi!

Chernozem: Parcheesi?

[Coalition] Chernozem: *cautiously* Privyet?

Dr. Paladin: You know, with the board and the pieces that... Heck, forget I said it.

[Coalition]  (Maggie's Rock)Eaglet: Oh.  Hi!

Chernozem makes a note to look up Parcheesi

Dr. Paladin: The point is...

[Coalition] Chernozem: What is the proper protocol on this channel?

[Coalition] Chernozem: If you please.

Dr. Paladin: That you have to get to know them before you can love them, and they can love you.

Dr. Paladin: And, see, there are people out there who never make that effort.

Chernozem: How do you get to know people?  I have talked to them.

Dr. Paladin: Spend time with them.  Be interested in them.

Chernozem brow furrows slightly

Chernozem: I shall think on this

Dr. Paladin: Listen to what's important to them, and then tell them some about yourself.

[Coalition] Chernozem: Very well then.  I am Chernozem. You?

Dr. Paladin: (Dr. Paladin =/= Dr. Phil!)

[Coalition]  (Maggie's Rock)Eaglet: I'm Jessie.

[Coalition] Chernozem: A pleasure.

[Coalition]  (Maggie's Rock)Eaglet: You guys sure have a lot of new people over there lately.

[Coalition] Chernozem: Do we?

[Coalition]  (Maggie's Rock)Eaglet: Mmm-hmm.

Dr. Paladin: That way, you learn about them, they learn about you, and everything gets all hunky-dory.

[Coalition] Chernozem: I am visiting for a short while... perhaps longer.

[Coalition]  (Maggie's Rock)Eaglet: Do you like Paragon so far?

[Coalition] Chernozem: It is... interesting

[Coalition]  (Maggie's Rock)Eaglet: *giggles*

[Coalition] Chernozem: There is much lawlessness

[Coalition]  (Maggie's Rock)Eaglet: It's your first time, isn't it?

[Coalition]  (Maggie's Rock)Eaglet: *Everyone* says 'interesting' the first time.

[Coalition] Chernozem: Da.  Most of my work kept me in Russian and eastern Europe

[Coalition] Chernozem: Then it must be true. Da?

[Coalition]  (Maggie's Rock)Eaglet: I've lived in Paragon my whole life, except for maybe two months.

[Coalition] Chernozem: It is probably normal to you then.

[Coalition]  (Maggie's Rock)Eaglet: Just a little.

[Coalition]  (Maggie's Rock)Eaglet: I wish my Russian was as good as your English is....

[Coalition] Chernozem: I had many years of training.

[Coalition] Chernozem: If you study, you can learn.

[Coalition]  (Maggie's Rock)Eaglet: Dad's been teaching me...I think I can speak it okay, but not nearly as well as you can do English.

[Coalition] Chernozem: As I said... many years.  I have studied several languages from a young age.

[Coalition]  (Maggie's Rock)Eaglet: Well, I can speak a couple...

[Coalition] Chernozem: May I hear?

[Coalition]  (Maggie's Rock)Eaglet: *laughs and says a few sentences in something that's not even a human language*

[Coalition] Chernozem: Um. What language was that?

Dr. Paladin: Coffee?

Dr. Paladin unscrews the top of a thermos.

[Coalition]  (Maggie's Rock)Eaglet: That's the one I know best.  But I'm pretty good in Russian and Gaelic and I'm learning Farsi.  German's gonna be next.

Chernozem: Certainly

Dr. Paladin: You could clean an engine block with this stuff... that's quality, there.

Dr. Paladin pours a cup.

[Coalition] Chernozem: *chuckles*

[Coalition] Chernozem: I do like ambition.

[Coalition] Chernozem: Do you have a particular reason for the order?

[Coalition]  (Maggie's Rock)Eaglet: That's the order I had teachers for?

[Coalition] Chernozem: That makes sense.

 [Coalition]  (Maggie's Rock)Eaglet: I'll have to bug Sveta to teach me German.  Either that or get Dad to do it.

Dr. Paladin: ...those aren't green.

[Coalition] Chernozem: Who are Sveta and "Dad"?

Chernozem: They certainly are not

Chernozem: Although perhaps that rusting one.

[Coalition] Chernozem: Was that an inappropriate question, Jessie?

[Coalition] Chernozem: If so, I apologize.

[Coalition]  (Maggie's Rock)Eaglet: Huh?  Oh!  Sorry, I'm bouncing around Atlas right now.

[Coalition] Chernozem: Ah.  Not to worry.

[Coalition]  (Maggie's Rock)Eaglet: My dad's Smersh, and Sveta's my sort-of-stepsister from another dimension.

[Coalition] Chernozem: *If blinks were audible you'd have heard a very loud one*

[Coalition]  (Maggie's Rock)Eaglet: *happy*  I have the most messed up family tree EVER.

[Coalition] Chernozem: You're father is "Smersh"?

[Coalition]  (Maggie's Rock)Eaglet: Yup.

[Coalition] Chernozem: Perhaps I could assist in teaching you German then.

[Coalition] Chernozem: *takes Dr. Paladin's advice*

[Coalition]  (Maggie's Rock)Eaglet: Oh, cool, you know it too?

[Coalition]  (Maggie's Rock)Eaglet: *giggles*  Sveta's got the most awesome-sounding curses, and I have no idea what they mean.

[Coalition] Chernozem: Ja. I do.

[Coalition] Chernozem: *chuckles*

[Coalition] Chernozem: *is debating what to say*

[Coalition] Chernozem: I must go now.  But I am *positive* we shall be meeting soon, Jessie.

[Coalition] Chernozem: Enjoy your evening.

[Coalition]  (Maggie's Rock)Eaglet: Okay.

